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WHAT OF THE WEST?
A European friend thus writes:
"What can be done, what would you suggest that could be
tried, in favour of the starving millions of the West? By starving
millions I mean the masses of the European and American prole-
tariat who are being driven to the abyss, who live a life not worth
the name, full of the direst privations, who can nourish no dream
of future relief by any form of Swaraj, who^arc perhaps more hope-
less than the millions of India, because the faith in God, the conso-
lation of religion, has left them to be replaced by nothing but
hatred,
"The iron hands which press down the Indian nation are at
work there also. The devilish system is at work in each of these
independent countries; politics do not count as there is a close
solidarity of greed. Vice is devastating these masses who naturally
try to escape the hell of their life at any cost, at the cost of
making it a greater hell, and who have no longer the outlet
of religious hopes, as Christianity by siding for centuries with the
powerful and the greedy has lost all credit.
"Of course I expect Mahatmaji to answer that the only way
to salvation for these masses, if there is any left, if the whole Western
world is not already doomed, lies in the application of a disciplined
non-violent resistance carried on, on a large scale. But there arc
no traditions of Ahimsa in the European soil and mind. Even the
spreading of the doctrine would encounter huge difficulties, what
about its right understanding and application!"
The problem underlying the question so sincerely
put by the friend lies outside my orbit. I therefore at-
tempt an answer merely in courteous recognition of .friend-
ship between the questioner and myself. I confess that no
value attaches to my answer, save what we attach to every
considered argument. I know neither the diagnosis of the
European disease nor the remedy in the same sense that
I claim to know both in the case of India,
I, however, feel that fundamentally the disease is the
same in Europe as it is in India, in, spite of the fact that in
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